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Editor’s Note
Thank you to all contributors to this newsletter. The deadline for the Spring Newsletter
is 21 February 2013. Please send contributions to Barbara.barnwell@btinternet.com
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Yvonne Radford, Ann Celer, Midge Midgley, Elizabeth Honor and I went to the National AGM at Lancaster. It was a good
venue opposite the University. AGMs vary
greatly but each one usually has some interesting lectures and outings. Somerset
Group has taken on the task of organizing
the event for Plant Heritage in 2015! It will
probably be at The Webbington Hotel
which has promised us a good deal. Much help will be needed!
Sadly we have to report the death of Michael Wools Blanco, one of our Collection
Holders. We are not quite sure what will happen to his collection but hope it will
be kept in this Area.
Good wishes for a speedy recovery to all those who have been ill or in hospital recently including Sheila Chambers, Maureen Hudson and Ann Celer. They are all
on the mend and will be back with us soon.
Next year’s Nursery Guide is in preparation. This year we are charging as we cannot pay for this again. It was a great success out of the County as well as within,
but times are not easy and we have had some refusals. We need advertisements—
do help if you can.
Our sales have mostly been a success this year but sadly the day at Brent Knoll was
not good. We were ankle deep in mud and rain persisted through most of the day. I
would like to thank those who stayed on and battled through the weather. We could
not, in all conscience, charge entry and felt obliged to ‘feed and water’ the stall
holders. However, we would like to thank Sue Boss for her hospitality and shall be
hoping for a good day in 2013.
Please note that the AGM AGENDA IS INCLUDED N THIS ISSUE OF THE
NEWSLETTER. This will save a lot of money on postage. Also, from next year,
we shall start meetings 15 minutes earlier in order to give out notices before lectures begin.
I look forward to seeing you all at Autumn Day—Bring and Share Lunch. Perhaps
you could bring a friend along to introduce them to Plant Heritage?
Mary Sephton
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Report of National Council Meeting, July, 2012.
Rosie Lishman having served her allotted time as our Council representative, which she did
conscientiously and well, I was asked by our committee to follow in her footsteps as your
delegate to the National Council of Plant Heritage, which meets three times a year in London.
I was able to meet Genevieve Melbourne Webb, our Executive Officer,who made me very
welcome and ensured that I had all the relevant documents for the meeting before introducing
me to other delegates as they arrived for coffee.
The Meeting opened with a presentation by Mike Buffin, Chair of the Plant Conservation
Committee. This hinged upon the Aichi Biodiversity Target 13, strategic Goal C, which, in
short, states that 'by 2020 the genetic diversity of cultivated plants....is maintained and strategies have been implemented for minimising genetic erosion and safeguarding their genetic
diversity.' In response to this aim, which encapsulates the focus of our activity in Plant Heritage - it is what we are for and about - several members identified a challenge to which we
shall find it difficult to respond - i.e. that 'by 2020, Plant Heritage will be the leading UK
organisation pioneering the conservation of cultivated plants.' How can we, as a relatively
very small organisation of only 4,000 members, influence much larger groups like the RHS,
The E.E.C. and the general public?
Plant Heritage had received a boost to income from exhibits, sales and cloakroom services
etc at Chelsea and Hampton Court Shows, but in July the organisation was already running at
5 per cent over budget. I found this worrying, as if the situation continued, we would be looking at a 30 per cent deficit at least by the year's end, a worrying situation. Michael Alder, The
Chairman, countered by explaining that some groups had still to send in donations this year
and the organisation had received no legacies last year, an unusual situation. I wondered what
would be the consequences should the same happen this year.
Genevieve explained that there was a decision to raise the members' subscription rate to help
overcome the deficit. The new rate would now be £28 instead of £25. Groups would receive
£6 per head back for each member. A delegate from one of the more affluent county groups
suggested leaving the remit to groups at £5.50 to avoid having to fund-raise so much, but the
member from Norfolk objected strongly to this suggestion, as, like us, they have many elderly members and feared losing membership if fees rose and members were getting no more
in return to support their groups. She questioned whether the majority of members regarded
conservation as the most important aspect of our work.
A key matter was raised in any other business by the member from Fife who posed the problem of the threat to National Collections when Botanic Gardens attached to Universities resort to selling land to raise money, despite the threat of destruction to National Collection
plants. I pointed out that we in Somerset are facing a similar situation with a nursery seemingly intent on developing land which houses an historic National Collection and are experiencing uncertainty as to what will happen to a Collection when the owner dies. Michael Al4

der replied that Plant Heritage was aware of the situation in Somerset, but he agreed to write
to the University of
St Andrews to point out the vital importance of preserving National Collections. Of course,
the real problem is that Plant Heritage has set itself the challenge of preserving plants over
which it has absolutely no ownership or control in the final analysis. Perhaps the only answer
is for the organisation to become more like Kew with its Millenium seed bank stored at Wakehurst place, only in our case it would necessitate acquiring land, necessarily in diverse parts of
the country to account for climate, soil and moisture conditions suitable to each collection on
which to grow the plants. In turn this would necessitate teams of gardeners and conservators,
who could be helped by volunteers, a bit like a National Trust for Plants. Indeed, it might well
involve the National Trust who surely have at least the foundations of Collections in their
gardens. But here we return to the first question raised at the meeting - how do we as a small
organisation of 4,000 members, influence much larger groups such as those I have mentioned,
plus governments and the general public. It has been done before. Out of small beginnings
grew the National Trust and the RHS. Maybe we need a National Trust for Plants, wild and
cultivated.

Topical tip
Many people buy or are given Amaryllis bulbs for Christmas. What happens? They
give a magnificent show and then are thrown out. It is not realized that with a little
TLC they will flower again and again and again.
I have a red one that was given to my mother about 18 years ago and is still going
strong, and has flowered repeatedly. I feed it before and after flowering to build up the
flower bud in the bulb for the following year. At one time I separated off the new
bulbs, then in Croatia on holiday I saw them growing in gardens as large clumps, like
daffodils. I thought why not try them in pots. So I left a bulb to increase, in three years
I had a 10 inch pot full, and 12 bulbs in flower.
My latest is a magnificent pink and white one, a much larger bulb, this year it had four
bulbs and six stems with 17 large flowers on it.
So give your Amaryllis a chance, especially that one dumped in the corner, you will be
agreeably surprised.

Yvonne Radford
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Some Notes On Our Trees
About 14,000 years ago the last ice age was retreating and
what is now Britain was an open treeless tundra. The Channel had not yet been formed. As the ice retreated, our socalled native trees started their colonisation from the south.
By pre-Neolithic times, trees covered much of our country
and the Channel had been formed. This tree cover gradually
declined because of changes in the weather and human activity: farming clearance; early smelting; Viking destruction,
and forest fires, started, bizarrely, to exterminate wolves,
were some of the reasons that put paid to much of our forested land. There was thought to be 15% tree cover over the country in the Middle Ages. This
decline continued, reaching a low of just 4% at the end of the First World War, which nearly
denuded the country of usable timber, and the Forestry Commission was formed in 1919 to
correct this state of affairs. After another dip caused by timber use during the Second World
War, we now have 13% woodland cover, not a figure to boast about as the EU cover is 37%
and we are nearly bottom of the league. Our tree population is thought to be significantly
under 4,000 million.
Having said that, we are lucky in that we
have a richer legacy of mediaeval forests and
ancient trees than many other parts of Western Europe, where they have virtually disappeared. Some of our native oak, ash and
beech are the biggest living things in our
land, they are taller than many of our buildings and older than some of our ancient
monuments, some of our yews, the oldest
living things in Asia or Europe are said to be
5,000 years old, and one hopes that in this
time of environmental awareness they will
always be cherished and protected. We are
not a tree-hugging nation but we love our
trees and react very positively when our
rights to enjoy our woodlands are perceived
to be endangered, as we found, a couple of
years ago, when the coalition government
threatened to sell off half the Forestry Commission land.
The seat inside the yew at Much Marcle
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I was recently at a Plant Fair taking place in a

Care Home with beautiful gardens and ancient trees. I met several of the residents as they
wandered in and out, and one couple in particular stand out in my memory. They told me how
they liked to go and see the trees every day, to make sure they are all right, and to and to enjoy their beauty. I thought how pleased the owner of the house, who planted many of the trees
over a hundred years ago, would have been. His legacy gives pleasure to-day, and the present
owners are adding to this by planting new varieties every year. Of course few people to-day
have the necessary acres to plant a wide variety of trees, and even if we did we would not live
to see the full glory of a long lived beech or oak, but by planting even one tree we can perhaps
compensate, in a small way, for the fact that many of our ancient trees, away from private
gardens and arboreta are suffering from neglect because of lack of money or interest.
Well, I have over-reached my word count without touching on my favourite trees, but perhaps
members would like to let Barbara have notes on their favourites for inclusion in future issues? It would make interesting reading.
Noni Bemrose
Photographs from Thomas Pakenham's lovely book Meetings With Remarkable Trees

Sydney's oak at Penshurst
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PLANT HERITAGE
Gardening has been a fascination and also a favourite occupation of people in this country
for many hundreds of years but during those years social conditions have changed considerably. When I was first employed in horticulture more than half a century ago, I worked
with a head gardener who would remark that when he started in the profession he had
worked in establishments where there had been a hundred gardeners or in some over two
hundred. Of course things have changed considerably since then. In these very large gardens with very skilled gardeners, large collections of plants were built up, often brought
back to this country by plant collectors who were sponsored by the wealthy garden owners.
It was assumed that the property would remain in the family for generations and so plants
would be grown that would not mature for many years.
Nowadays gardens are mainly maintained by the householder and are, of course, much
smaller. In the limited space we want plants that will mature quickly and give the maximum interest over as long a season as possible. It is for these and other reasons that the
plants we grow have altered considerably over the last hundred or so years. Plants that
were once familiar are now rarely seen in cultivation. This is unfortunate because if a plant
is lost to cultivation the opportunity to use it as breeding stock is lost. If a plant is immune
to pests and diseases there is the chance to breed that characteristic into others of the genus
that are not immune. Many plants may have medicinal properties that have not yet been
explored and if they become extinct that opportunity will be lost. Conditions in other parts
of the world where many of our garden plants have been brought from have, in certain
cases altered and it is no longer possible to reintroduce plants from there. In other cases
because of agriculture or building, plants have become extinct in the wild. In some cases it
has been possible to reintroduce plants from cultivation to build up wild stock.
Forty five years ago, two eminent flower arrangers, Mrs Mary Pope, one time President of
NAFAS and Mrs Sylvia Pullan, Associate of Honour NAFAS, became concerned about the
loss of many plants to cultivation. They consulted some people including myself to see if
we agreed something should be done. As a result of these discussions they persuaded the
RHS to call a meeting and this was held in October 1978. People involved in all aspects of
horticulture were invited, the trade, Botanical Gardens, colleges and universities, horticultural publications, The National trust etc., were invited and it was exciting to meet there
many of the leading names in horticulture. As a result of the meeting, the National Council
for the Conservation of Plants and Gardens was formed (NCCPG). This has now been renamed Plant Heritage, a much more sensible name as I suspect most members are interested in plants as it is far more difficult to do anything to preserve gardens as they are the
domain of the owners. Because of the interest of Mrs Pope and Mrs Pullin we were encouraged to set up groups in Somerset and Dorset and indeed were up and running before
NCCPG was itself founded. I was asked to form a committee for Somerset which included
Mr Hitt, Parks Superintendant for Bath, Mr Holmes, Park Superintendent Minehead, Mr
Cheek who was a lecturer at Cannington, Mr Bland, Head Gardener at Bristol Zoo, as well
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as members of local Horticultural Societies and Flower Arrangement Societies. We were
privileged for the first few years to be able to hold our meetings at either Bristol Zoo or
Cannington College. I acted as group secretary for the early years. We were fortunate to
have the support of Mr Thoday then lecturer at Bath University as one of our early Chairman and during his years we had some meetings at the University.
One of the best known aspects of the work of Plant Heritage is the National Collection
Scheme and it surely covers virtually all the genera of plants grown in this country. They
form an essential bank of plant material if required as I outlined earlier. They are held in
many kinds of horticultural establishments, private gardens, colleges, parks, nurseries, National trust Gardens, Botanical Gardens etcetera. As well as the collection of plants it also
means that the owner develops an in depth knowledge of their collection for research and
other purposes. One of the other purposes of the group is education and like to think that
as a result gardeners in general are much more interested in growing something a little different. To satisfy this desire many smaller nurseries are now growing a wide range of less
frequently seen gems. These are to be seen at plant sales held by local groups that cover
the whole of Britain.
As a result of the initial efforts of the two ladies mentioned and the continued efforts of
many since, the gardens of this country will be the better and the lives of many people who
enjoy plants and gardens will be the richer.
Don Everitt

Our England is a garden, and such gardens are not made
By singing: -"Oh, how beautiful!" and sitting in the shade.
Rudyard Kipling, "The Glory of the Garden"
You can bury a lot of troubles digging in the dirt.
Author Unknown
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27th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF PLANT HERITAGE (NCCPG)
FRIDAY 12 MAY – SUNDAY 14 MAY 2012
Held at The Lancaster House Hotel Lancaster by the North West Group
Five members of the Somerset Group attended this year’s AGM in Lancaster. Mary Sephton,
Yvonne Radford, Margaret Midgely and Ann Celer went a few days early to see a little bit of Lancashire before the AGM meeting up with Elizabeth Honor on the Friday evening. We had a good
drive up through lovely scenery although the weather was a bit unkind. After stops for coffee and
lunch we arrived at our destination about 4.30pm. The hotel was extremely comfortable and set
with beautiful views.
On the Thursday, before the AGM, we visited Sizergh Castle and garden, a wonderful and interesting day out, in spite of the weather. On Friday we visited a unique farmhouse at Townend which
had belonged to the Brownes’ family for over 400 years. It contained extremely rare books and a
unique collection of carved oak furniture by a previous owner.
On Friday afternoon we were greeted by Mrs Catherine Penny, Chairman and members of the North
West Group and the Hotel Staff all of whom could not have been more helpful and kind. Yvonne,
our Plant Exchange Officer, handed over our Exchange plants knowing they were in good hands. A
Welcome Reception was held in the evening and a very sociable and enjoyable meal was had by all.
Saturday 13 May
The day began with two talks, Margaret Robinson from Robinson’s Vegetables on “The World of
Vegetables” and Peter Foley on how he became involved with Ligularias and the highs and lows he
encountered moving his collection to Waddington.
AGM
Professor Michael D Alder, Chairman, welcomed us and explained why he wanted to get through
the formalities quickly so as to leave plenty of time for open discussion.
A message from Alan Titchmarsh, our President, was read by Genevieve Melbourne Webb
(Executive Officer and Company Secretary) wishing us well but regretfully unable to attend due to
filming.
The Minutes from the 2011 AGM held in Worthing were agreed and signed. There were no matters
arising.
The Chairman then gave his comprehensive brief Report over the 2011/2012 year. He said it had not
been such a good year financially but reserves of half a million were the same as four year’s ago.
Last year he was able to report a financial surplus but unfortunately this year we have been hit by
economic conditions which was reflected in a considerable fall in donation income from the 2010
record levels which has resulted in an income deficit. However the balance sheet remains strong.
Nevertheless it is imperative that we recruit new members and retain our existing membership.
He emphasised that the long term “Threatened Plant Project Research” was going well. It was most
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important to identify plants which are threatened and worthy of conservation. He gave a heartfelt
thank you to the staff, members and collection holders who gave so much of their time and also to
our very generous sponsors.
Conservation Team Report - Now in its second year
The project was funded by the second instalment of the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation grant along with
the Topinambour Trust. Under the enthusiastic leadership of Project Co-ordinator Dr Kalani Seymour this was going well with a further six volunteer workshops held and tens of thousands of cultivars in 245 genre listed.
Collection Holders
Mercy Morris (Plant Conservation Officer) gave a very good insight into the myths and pleasures
surrounding Collection Holders - making money from collections was one of the myths. Gillian
Spencer gave a short summary of recent National collection applications.
Plant Exchange
Established in 1989 the plant exchange had resulted in 900 plants moving around the country.
Threatened Plant Project
Emphasising what the Chairman had reported in his opening speech Dr Kalani Seymour reported a
further six volunteer workshops had been held. Of the threatened plants identified over half are Plant
-Heritage designated National Plant Collections.
Publicity and Show Committee
These were both going well. Plant Heritage thanked the RHS for their continued support of the Plant
Heritage Marquee at Hampton Court Palace Flower Show. This year it was opened on Press Day by
Alan Titmarsh.
2013 AGM
To be held on 27 April at the Holiday Inn, Winchester, Hampshire. A short presentation was given.
The Chairman then closed the Meeting and an Open Forum was held.
Amongst the suggestions made were:A good idea to invite students to meetings when Groups have a good speaker.
Raising fees lost members, much better to run fund raising events.
Re-introducing plants back to native countries when safe to do so after wars etc.
Apply to the Government for recognition
Try to get Cannington College to involve students. They did have eight collections and now have
none.
Ann Celer
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NEWS FROM THE PROGRAMME MANAGER
New Year’s Lunch
A two course meal including coffee/tea at £13.50 per head
Main Course: Carvery: Two meats: Roast Beef with Yorkshire Pudding or Roast Pork with
Apple Sauce and Sage and onion stuffing, choice of seasonal vegetables.
Vegetarian Butternut and Sweet potato Lasagne with Sage, Toasted Pine Nuts and Nutmeg
Salmon Fillet with Brandy and Crayfish Tail Cream Sauce.
Roast potatoes and all the trimming.
Dessert:
Apple and Blackberry Crumble and Custard
Lemon and Vanilla Cheesecake with Raspberry Coulis and Cream
Rich Chocolate Mousse with Raspberries
Mango ice-cream
Coffee or Tea
Please send or give your cheque, payable to the King William, to Mrs Clapp by our
Christmas meeting on 1st December with your choice from the menu (keep a copy for yourself). The final date for ordering or cancelling meals will be Saturday 10th January as I need
to give the order one week in advance so that the inn may order the food required.
Visit to the Gardens of Amsterdam and surrounding area
Staying at the Holiday Inn, Ijmuiden, overlooking the Marina, the sea, and a National park
as well as the old town of the sea port for Amsterdam. We shall be visiting the wonderful
tulip displays at Keukenhof and the surrounding bulb fields, Botanic Gardens in Amsterdam
and possibly Leiden, gardens in Haarlem and Amsterdam, with a canal cruise and free time
in Amsterdam. Our guide will be Roy Cheek, a Founder Member of Plant Heritage, Chelsea
Gold Medal Winner and Judge, who lectured at Cannington College for 21 years, a former
member of both the Tender and Hardy Plant Committee of the RHS and presently ViceChairman of the Floral Trials and an experienced Garden Tour Guide.
For more information on cost of the trip, please contact Pauline Clapp on 01278 451631. We
need another 15 people to keep the price as low as possible. If you have already signed up
but not sent your deposit cheque of £50, payable to Bakers Dolphin, to Pauline, please do so
as soon as possible. Note that single rooms are limited (single supplement £109). Please
reserve yours as soon as you can.
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Plant Heritage Somerset Group
PROGRAMME 2012/2013
All indoor meetings are held at Edington Village Hall
(north side of A39 between Bridgwater and Street) unless otherwise indicated
Members’ plant sale one hour before each lecture
Admission free for members, £4.00 non-members except where stated otherwise
Please contact Pauline Clapp for details of trips and Visits Early booking essential!
Tel 01278 451631 e-mail clapppauline@aol.com
Saturday 17 November
1.30
2.30

Members’ Plant Sale & Coffee
Chris & Judy Yates, Nursery Owners.
Roses Old & New

Saturday 1 December
11.30
12.00
1.30
2.30

Members’ Plant Sales & coffee
AGM
Bring & Share Christmas Lunch
Chris Smith on Ivies & Mistletoe

Thursday, 17 January

New Year’s Lunch—King William, Catcott at 12.30 for
1pm

Saturday 26 January
1.30
2.15
2.30
Saturday 23 February
1.30
2.15
2.30
Saturday 23 March
1.30
2.15
2.30

Members’ Plant Sale & coffee
Notices
Lady Rosemary Fitzgerald—Galanthus & other small
bulbs
Members’ Plant Sale & coffee
Notices
Sue Applegate—Iris Germanica
Members’ Plant Sale & coffee
Notices
David Victor, Somerset National Collection Holder—
Species Pelargoniums.
“My Pelargoniums are Yellow, not Red!”
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Saturday 20 April

Spring Plant Fair at Lower Severals Garden, Nr Crewkerne
TA18 7AX

Monday 22-Friday 26
April 2013

Visit to the Gardens of Amsterdam and surrounding area

Sat/Sunday 18/19 May

Cannington Spring Plant Fair

Tuesday 25 June

Visit to Millwood Plants, Colleton Mills in Devon and a chance
to revisit Peter Linley’s beautiful garden on Exmoor. Cream Tea
on way home!

Thursday 25 July 2.30
p.m.

Visit to Mill Cottage Plants at Wookey ( Sally Gregson Hydrangeas and a lovely garden.)

Fri/Sat 2/3 August

Taunton Flower Show

Saturday 14 September

Autumn Plant Fair at Nynehead Court

Saturday 5 October
10.30
11.00
12.15
1.45
2.00

Members’ Plant Sale & coffee
Rob Evans ‘Tulips’
Bring and Share Lunch
Notices
Rob Evans ‘Alliums and other Summer Bulbs’

Saturday 16 November
1.30
2.15
2.30

Members’ Plant Sale & coffee
Notices
Helen Picton ‘The National Collection of Michaelmas Daises’

Saturday 7 December
11.00
12.00
1.0
2.15
2.30

Members’ Plant Sale & coffee
AGM
Bring and Share Christmas Lunch
Notices
Yvonne Best ‘Grandma’s Garden’
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PLANT EXCHANGE 2013
It is the time of year when we have to think about the forthcoming Plant
Exchange for 2013. Please will you all look to see if there are any plants
you can offer for the Plant Exchange. The criteria for the plants - ‘Is that
the plant offered is not in more than two Nurseries in the Plant Finder’ It
does not have to be in at all.
The exchange takes place in the Spring at the National AGM, but the offers and wants lists have to be back in soon.
The list will soon be out for you to request any plant, so please think of
plants you may be able to acquire.
Yvonne Radford

We are pleased to welcome the following new members:
Ms Jayne Alcock
Mrs Marguerite Bowyer
Mrs Patrica Cooke
Mrs Anne Hills
Mr Peter Hills
Mr Joseph Jones

Cannington
West Huntspill
Doynton, Glos
Clapton in Gordano
Clapton in Gordano
Martock

15

ARMERIA ‘BRUTUS’: a Devon Mega-Thrift
Most of the world’s sea pinks are native to the Iberian peninsula, and on
the Portuguese coast lives the stoutest
species of the genus, Armeria pseudarmeria. Unlike the familiar low cushions of A. maritima, it makes a tight,
upright clump.
Herbaceous shoots bearing leathery
glaucous leaves up to 2cm wide are
crowded at the top of a partially buried, unbranched woody rootstock,
from which roots branch off some distance below the surface. It is, in other
words, a tussock on a trunk. The
flower heads are large, up to 4cm
across, with white or pink petals. They
stand proud on stiff 50cm stems. The
green bracts around the heads have
conspicuous clear, papery margins.
Old plants on the Kew rock garden and in a wall at Jenkyn Place, Hampshire
grabbed my attention in spring 1990. Their delicious scent of garden pinks with
just a hint of garlic was part of the attraction. It soon became clear that this was a
plant represented in name alone in the seed exchanges. Various requests turned
up only anonymous needle-leaved thrifts (hybridization is a big issue when growing
Armeria species) as well as, bizarrely, Silene armeria. Back then at least, the few
plants I could find offered by nurseries looked no more like the real thing.
A full 10 years later, Sarah and I managed to track down both A. pseudarmeria
and a natural hybrid with A. alliacea which had been collected in the Lisbon area.
Both proved easy perennials in a sunny, well drained position. Seed raised from
the two plants grown together, with no narrow leaved species present, gave a
range of plants from which we selected a single, very desirable seedling. This tall
plant has very large, pure white flower heads, bracts with particularly wide scarious
(papery) margins, and – most important – a good fragrance (see picture).
As good Totnesians we named our hybrid ‘Brutus’, for Brutus of Troy who,
long ago in the mists of someone’s overactive imagination, sailed up the Dart to
land at Totnes and ‘found the British race’, whatever that means. Even today, one
can become a true Briton by kissing the Brutus Stone, clearly marked in the Fore
16

Street pavement. The observation that both Ashburton and Torquay once had
bruiters’ stones from which the bruiter, a South Devon town crier, made pronouncements gives us a clue as to how this odd tale might have attached itself to
Totnes in the 19th Century. Whatever the reason, Brutus has eclipsed the shadowy
Saxon figure of Totta as the presiding spirit of the town, and is a worthy namesake
for this brute of a plant.
As a selected hybrid seedling, Armeria ‘Brutus’ should be propagated
vegetatively. Basal cuttings taken in spring will root, if slowly. It is also possible to
divide it by cutting vertically through the rootstock of the bare-rooted plant, a truly
hair raising business. Left alone, however, it is a long lived and highly satisfactory
garden plant.
Julian Sutton. Desirable Plants, Totnes, Devon.
www.desirableplants.com
This article was originally published in the Autumn 2011 issue of the Devon Newsletter. It is
reproduced here by kind permission of the author.

Although not generally open to the public, we would like to extend a warm
invitation for you to visit our Nursery for the celebrated ‘Fruit Open Days’ in
East Pennard on the 12th or 13th October, when we will have a wide range of
Apples and Pears to taste, plus advice on growing and planting your own fruit
trees, and of course, the trees and plants will also be available for sale.
In addition to the wide range of soft and top fruit trees, we will have our
heritage & heirloom range of vegetable an flower seed, a vast collection of
Agapanthus, Herbs, and a host of other plants for your perusal.
We are pleased to offer a 15% discount to members of Plant Heritage off any
purchases on production of a current membership card.

The Walled Gardens, East Pennard, Somerset BA4 6TU
www.pennardplants.com
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THE GARDENS OF OXFORD
We left Somerset on our way to garden
one, the Waterperry Garden. Pauline
marched off to announce our arrival and
returned with a gentleman full of
information. Waterperry was a ladies
horticultural college created in the
grounds and house of a large country
estate with an interesting 14th century
chapel attached, with box pews. Because
it was an educational garden there were
many oblong beds with rows of several
varieties of the same plant like a mini
national collection all with big labels,
Waterperry Garden
(very helpful), plus magnificent herbaceous
borders, formal knot garden and a splendid
rockery. The National collection of Kabschia and Engleria saxifrages is housed here in
some beautiful sinks. There is also a museum of old tools, fishing implements, man traps,
animal traps and many fascinating objects. For the shopaholics there was plenty of scope.
All aboard by 2.30 for our next stop the University of Oxford Botanic Gardens, Grade I
listed and founded in 1621. An educational delight with many beds all containing
medicinal plants, what a lot there are. It seems like every plant is here for a purpose not
just to please the eye. Many other interesting features including a large area with some
strange (to me) things growing like a sown meadow. I am a fan of the annual pictorial
meadow devised by Prof. Nigel Dunnett of Sheffield University. This was a perennial
version devised by
Prof. James Hitchmough also of Sheffield.
These two were heavily involved in the
Olympic planting which looked stunning
on the TV, it would be nice to go back and
see how it is progressing. A National Collection of Euphorbia is housed here. If all
that wasn’t enough there was punting to
watch.

Trinity College, Oxford
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The following day we were let loose in
Oxford for the morning armed with a very
good map, courtesy of Pauline, plus ideas
on things to see. Mum and I spent the first
hour walking around the city looking up at

all the wonderful buildings and then made a beeline for the Pitt Rivers Museum. This we
had to visit as we are both interested in General Pitt Rivers. This is a museum of everyday things from all over the world. How did all these different countries make cloth, pots,
tools, buttons, musical instruments etcetera, without knowing each other existed. It is
packed with items, not the best examples but every example. Pity we could not stay
longer but we had to visit the Ashmolean Museum (what a funny name, I now know it is
named after Thomas Ashmole). We had to see the Alfred Jewel. Could not visit Oxford
and not see that. We were not disappointed, it was exquisite. That was another museum
I’d like to go back to. We kept seeing people from Somerset there, each would have their
own special item of interest from there. China cabinets to die for I would say.
We had to hurry to be ready for our Blue Badge Guides at 2.00pm. These are fascinating
people to be around, knowledge just pours out of them. We have been in all those fabulous old doors (often glimpsed on ‘Morse’) and seen the delights behind. The chapels, the
grounds, the gardens. Each college has its own garden master. We wondered if there
were any vacancies. We had one irritating shower but it could have been much worse.
We all appreciated a cup of tea after two fascinating but tiring hours. Those in their late
70’s and over 80’s showed remarkable stamina. I wished I could have given some a lift.
Friday, 22nd June. After a 4 star breakfast we were ready to leave for home via Blenheim
Palace. Pauline managed to get this included without us having to pay. The weather was
not very kind but it did not spoil the inside visit. Wheelchair access was easy and the staff
were kindness itself. We had a different guide to the rest of the group, she was excellent,
we would have missed a lot without her. The grounds were Grade I listed but due to the
spiteful weather I did not risk straying to far.
We were lucky to go to Asthall Manor Grade II. It is only open one day a year for NGS
and every two years for a sculpture exhibition. Our visit co-coincided with both. A most
beautiful (large) cottage garden surrounding a perfect manor house with clever Parterres

Rose Garden—Blenheim Palace
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filled with annuals and vegetables and
wedges of yew in a contemporary design.
Many useful tips on pruning roses were
gleaned from the gardener. I have been
longing to see it since reading the
Duchess of Devonshire’s memoirs. The
Mitfords grew up there and it did not disappoint. As Joan Warren said ’she left the
best ’till last’.
This trip was especially good for me as I
had not been to Oxford before. All I had
to do was turn up, I didn’t even have to
think. Pauline had thought of everything we owe her a great deal.

Asthall Manor

Penny Berry

On the steps at Blenheim Palace
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WEST OF ENGLAND SEED DISTRIBUTION
It is twelve years since I took over receiving, recording, packeting and distributing seeds for
Plant Heritage Members. Professor Robin Sibson has been checking and publishing the list
for many years longer, thank you Robin. During that time 2038 different seeds have been
collected. Donors and or recipients number 261. The longest seed list had 833 items on it
in 2006.
This year, with the wettest month on record, will make seed collection more difficult, therefore do dry them as thoroughly as possible. On reflection, an Indian summer maybe in
store for us, who knows?
The present weird climate has had an effect on the germination of seeds. For the first time
ever, I have several different types of coniferous seedlings growing all around my forest
and vegetable gardens. One Cupressus is already nine inches high, others are only an inch
in height. It is great when deciduous forests show signs of regeneration, but are we changing to a colder, more northern coniferous biome?
The CLOSING DATE for posting packets of named seeds to me is SATURDAY 24th
NOVEMBER 2012.
Send the seeds to:
MRS JEAN GUTHRIE
ROSEBROOK HOUSE
DINMORE
HEREFORD
HR4 8ED
The seeds will be repacketed and a list of the donations compiled. If you have taken part in
this distribution before and requested a seed list with its order form you should receive it
before Christmas. On the other hand if you are new and wish to have seeds please send me
your address label by post or email your address to me at: jeanguthrie346@btinternet.com
The West of England Seed Distribution Scheme is voluntary and is operated by myself and
Professor Robin Sibson who checks the list and prints it for free.
Jean Guthrie
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PLANT HERITAGE
SOMERSET GROUP
(Reg Charity Nr: 1059504)
Notice is hereby given that the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the
Somerset Group of PLANT HERITAGE (NCCPG) will be held in Edington Village Hall on Saturday 1st December 2012 at 12 noon.
Following the business meeting, there will be a BRING AND SHARE
LUNCH for everyone and at 2.00pm Chris Smith will give a lecture
on “Ivies”.
AGENDA
1. Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of the AGM held on 3rd December 2011
3. Matters Arising from the minutes
4. President's welcome
5. Chairman’s report
6. Report from the Council Delegate
7. To receive and adopt the Statement of Accounts for the year
ending October 31st 2012
8. Report from the Collection's Co-ordinator
9. Election of Officers – Chairman, Vice- Chairman, Treasurer
and Secretary
10. Election of Committee:-

The following members are eligible for re-election and have
agreed to continue:
Mrs Noni Bemrose, Mrs Pauline Clapp, Mrs Sheila Chambers, Mrs
Ann Celer, Mrs Joan Warren, Mrs Margaret Adams, Mrs Barbara
Barnwell, Mr Don Everitt. Mr Ken Armstrong, Mr Alan Spencer and
Mrs Mary Spencer.
11. Special Business:
Charity status
New Year’s Lunch at the King William
At the close of the meeting, there will be time for questions
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We specialise in carefully selected,
unusual garden plants. Hardy & half
hardy perennials, unusual annuals &
vegetables
Roses, shrubs, Spring bulbs
Clematis & climbers
Gifts for Gardens & Gardeners

Bath Road
Ashcott
Somerset TA7
9QT Tel 07866 202 604
e-mail info@moorplants.co.uk
www.moorplants.co.uk

Unusual and unique plants
as well as old favourites

Perennials, unusual basket plants,
herbs, fruit trees & bushes,
climbers, shrubs & trees
Tea shop Morning Coffee, Light Lunches
Home made Cream Teas & Cakes.
Mini digger & driver for garden landscaping & design ideas
Open 9.30 to 5.30. 7 days

Langford Budville, TA21 0RW
01823 400234/07887 654802

Bulbs all shapes
and sizes
Great catalogue
Home grown specialities include Galanthus,
Iris Unguicularis forms
and Camassia
10% discount on
orders over £40.
Quote NCCPG offer

Burnt House Farm
Mid Lambrook
South Petherton
Somerset
TA13 5HE
Tel: 01460 242177
www.avonbulbs.co.uk
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