PLANT HERITAGE
SOMERSET GROUP – 17 National Collections
(Reg Charity Nr: 1059504)
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in Edington Village Hall
on Saturday 05 December 2015 at 12 noon
Committee Members Present:
Mrs Sheila Chambers
Mrs Mary Sephton
Mrs E Ann Celer
Mrs Penny Berry
Mrs Pauline Clapp
Mrs Joan Warren
Mrs Margaret Adams
Mr Don Everitt
Mrs Noni Bemrose

- President
- Chairman
- Secretary
- Treasurer
- Programme Secretary
- Plant Finances
- Minute Secretary
- Plant Fair Organiser
- Part of the time

22 members were present.
1 Apologies for Absence
Rosie Lishman Ken and Sylvia Armstrong Barbara Barnwell Alan Shepherd Yvonne Radford
David & Margaret Lister Libby Winger and Jill Larbalestier
2 Minutes of the AGM held on 06 December 2014
An abbreviated form of the minutes of the AGM held on 06 December 2014 was read. Copies
were available for members to read. Copies of the full minutes were also available and had been
available to view on the website. The Chairman Mary Sephton asked members if they were
willing to accept the minutes as a true record; acceptance was proposed by Pauline Clapp and
Seconded by Pamela Burrough. The minutes were signed by the Chairman.
3 Matters Arising:

None

4 President's Welcome:
Our new President Sheila Chambers welcomed everyone and said she felt very privileged to have
been asked. It had been a momentous year for the Somerset Group as apart from the full
programme of lectures, plants fairs and visits, in April we were the host Group for the National
AGM. I am sure you will agree that this was an outstanding success due largely to the exceptional
organising abilities of our Chairman Mary Sephton backed up by a great deal of work from the
Committee and members. (I did hear that Shropshire felt quite concerned that they will have to
keep up the standard next year!).
She thanked all who had helped with the Nursery List, the Collection Holder’s lunch, which did so
much to bring our Collection Holder’s together, all involved with the Plant Fairs, Joan Warren,
who is standing down, for the millions!! of labels she has sorted over the years from out plant
sales and not of course forgetting Pauline for the speakers and wonderful outings she has arranged.

I will end with a plea – do get involved – the Committee does not have to do everything and a
little help is worth a lot – we are not getting any younger! You will learn a lot and feel more a part
of Plant Heritage. We look forward to another interesting year.
5 Chairman’s Report:
The year 2014-2015 was dominated by the National AGM. The sorting out of what each delegate
wanted for the two dinners was further complicated by the Chef who was not always co-operative
and at one time had most of us down for ice creams!! Table plans took a huge amount of time to
mix people from the different groups and some of the work was not finished until the small hours
of the day before the arrival of delegates. The three speakers were very well received and the visits
to Yeo Valley and the Bishop’s Palace at Wells were much appreciated. The coaches even
managed a quick visit to Cheddar Gorge.
New venues were found for our Plant Fairs and our thanks go to John Van de Plank and Moor
Plants for their hospitality at Castacrete and Moor Plants Nursery. Glastonbury Abbey has offered
us space next year and will do all the administrative work including publicity. We have high
hopes for this.
Ken has worked hard throughout the year updating out web site. It is important that we look at
this regularly so we keep up to date with what is going on in Somerset.
Sadly we have been unable to find anyone to carry on the Nurseries Guide. It seems a shame that
all that hard work is going to be lost.
As usual our Programme of meetings was varied and interesting and included a short break to
Hampshire and Bath Priory which houses the National Collection of Cotinus.
Jennie Baker has now taken over from Noni Bemrose as Collection Co-ordintator and has
managed to get two more nurseries for our list.
I would like to thank members of the Committee for all their hard work during the last few years
but especially during the time when we were organising the National AGM. I have very much
enjoyed working with them as with you all and give Margaret my very best wishes for her time as
Chairman which I hope she will enjoy as much as I have.
6 Programme Secretary and Delegate to Council Report:
Pauline Clapp read her Programme Secretary report and her Delegate to Council Report to the
meeting and these will also be available on our Web site.
7 Treasurer's report:
Penny Berry had distributed copies of the accounts to members. These were unanimously agreed.
Proposed by Jean Brewer and Seconded by Avril Vaughan-Lee.
It was unanimously agreed we should contribute £1000 to Head Office and continue to give a
Bursary of £100 to Cannington College for the best student in 2016 together with a copy of our
Newsletter.Skel

8 Collection Co-ordinator’s report:
Jennie Baker reported that Cannington have had a good year and now have their Santolina
collection status. Hopefully they will be able to get their Wisteria collection up together now.
Noni is still trying to contact Lady Skelmersdale’s about her collection of Narcissus. Jamie has
left Tynings so his name will be taken of the registry when it is updated and the Thunbergias will
stay registered with Jane & Toni at Tynings.
In Wales Rob Evans hopes to have his collection of Gladiolus “Nana” registered by the spring.
John Vanderplank has written an in depth book on Passion flowers which is available to borrow.
It is hoped that we will soon have Sue Applegate’s collection of irises. Sue together with Pat is
opening a nursery of peonies and irises at Lower Severalls - this is however, no longer a venue for
our Spring Plant Sale.
9 Election of Officers:
The following Officers had offered to stand again and were unanimously elected:Chairman Mrs Margaret Adams Vice Chairman Mrs Yvonne Radford Treasurer Mrs Penny Berry
and Secretary Mrs E Ann Celer
Proposed - Donald Everitt Seconded - Sue Applegate
10 Election of Committee:
The following Committee Members had offered to stand again and were unanimously elected:Mrs Pauline Clapp Mr Don Everitt Mrs Barbara Barnwell
Armstrong.
Proposed - Susan Boss Seconded – Avril Vaughn-Lee.

Mrs Noni Bemrose

Mr Ken

11 AOB
Car Stickers were available and we were asked to use them in our cars.
Noni and Sue have offered take over plant finances and will be discussed at our next Committee
Meeting
Gaye Hicyilmaz had some good suggestions for simplifying the teas/coffees and has offered to
take over the rota and be responsible for providing Milk and Biscuits. This will be further
discussed at our next Committee Meeting.
Our new President Sheila presented gifts to Mary Sephton Joan Warren and Noni Bemrose
thanking them for all their hard work over the years.



There being no further business, the meeting closed at 12.55pm.

